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Once $400/yr. Google Earth 
Pro is now FREE
Google Earth Pro, previously mainly used by businesses 
and scientists, can now be obtained free of charge.

Google Earth is a program that displays a virtual Earth, 
allowing users to visit anywhere on the globe with 
the click of the mouse.  Google Earth Pro is the more 
advanced version of Google Earth, including many 
features not included in Google Earth. Such Features 
include:

•  Print Premium High Resolution Images 
•  Import GIS Images 
•  Import large image files (More than max texture 
size) 
•  Access Demographic information, such as Median 
Age, Income, Education, and more 
•  Create Movies 
•  Measure area of polygon or circle 
•  Map multiple points at once 
•  Map making tool

“Over the last 10 years, businesses, scientists and 
hobbyists from all over the world have been using 
Google Earth Pro for everything from planning hikes 
to placing solar panels on rooftops. Google Earth Pro 
has all the easy-to-use features and detailed imagery of 
Google Earth, along with advanced tools that help you 
measure 3D buildings, print high-resolution images for 
presentations or reports, and record HD movies of your 
virtual flights around the world,” said Google Earth Pro 
product manager Stafford Marquardt.

In order to get your hands on Google Earth Pro and 
try it for free, go to http://www.google.com/intl/en/
earth/download/gep/agree.html and download the 
installer. After you install it you will need to provide an 
email address and enter promo code GEPFREE.

Kelson English, USU Student

Plickers - No Student Clickers
https://www.plickers.com

Plickers is a powerfully simple tool that lets teachers 
collect real-time formative assessment data without 
the need for student devices.  The students hold up 
easily printed cards, and your smartphone camera 
collects the data.  You can use Plickers for quick checks 
for understanding to know whether your students are 
understanding big concepts and mastering key skills.

Plickers is available for both Android and iOS devices.  
Cost?  From the website: “Plickers is free. And don’t 
worry, we’re not going to suddenly start charging for the 
product you love. As former teachers, we know how 
important it is to be able to depend on the tools you 
use. In addition to constantly improving the always-free 
version of Plickers that exists right now, we’re hoping to 
add a Premium, paid version as well. If you have ideas 
about what you’d like to see, please add them to our 
forum!”  (Photos: Plickers.com)

http://www.google.com/intl/en/earth/download/gep/agree.html
http://www.google.com/intl/en/earth/download/gep/agree.html
https://www.plickers.com


UCET Awards for 2015
We are pleased to announce the opening of the UCET 
Awards for the 2015 season! We know there are many 
great educators here in Utah and we want to have the 
opportunity to honor them. Please think about your 
colleagues and fellow educators and see if any of them 
would fit the criteria for one of our awards. Each of the 
awards offered are outlined below. All entries should be 
submitted via the form at www.UCET.org/awards by 
Saturday, February 28th.

Thank you for all you do and for taking the time to help 
us recognize some of the outstanding educators in the 
state of Utah. 

Sincerely,  
The UCET Board 

UCET Awards

UCET Outstanding Teacher of the Year - This award 
recognizes and honors a teacher who has demonstrated 
outstanding achievement and leadership in implementing 
technology to improve education. (PK-12 classroom 
teacher)

UCET Outstanding Leader of the Year - This award 
recognizes and honors a leader who has demonstrated 
outstanding achievement and leadership in implementing 
technology to improve education. Nominee can be a 
principal, superintendent, school or district technology 
staff, regional technology trainer, etc. The one stipulation 
is that the nominee is not a PK-12 classroom teacher. 
They may have a teaching certificate, however their 
current position is not as a classroom teacher.

UCET Outstanding Young Educator of the Year - 
This award will be presented to an outstanding young 
educator, who will still be under the age of 35 on July 15, 
2016, who demonstrates vision, innovation, action, and 
transformation using technology to improve teaching 

and learning.

ISTE Award

Making IT Happen Award - Making IT Happen is an 
internationally recognized awards program administered 
by the International Society for Technology in Education 
(ISTE). This program honors educational technology 
educators and leaders for their commitment and 
innovation. ISTE sponsors the award, the jacket, and a 
press release about the award recipient. UCET sponsors 
a $500 cash award for the Making IT Happen recipient. 
Read more about this award here: http://www.iste.
org, search for Making IT Happen Award.

#UTEDCHAT
Join with UCET in participating in a weekly educational 
chat on Twitter.  Each Wednesday at 9 pm members 
of UCET can be part of a state-wide Twitter chat on a 
different educational topic each week.  If you’re new to 
Twitter or haven’t participated in a Twitter chat please 
watch the video below for more information.  See you 
Wednesdays at 9 for #utedchat on Twitter.

Learn more about #UTEDCHAT at http://www.ucet.
org/utedchat/  You can also see a list of moderators 
and topics for the month of February 2015.

Call for Presenters
Presenters are needed for the 2015 Utah Coalition for 
Educational Technology Conference. UCET is looking 
for those of you who are excited to share what you 
have learned about technology in education with your 
colleagues. We need people willing to present based 
on these three selections:

Listen and Learn (One-way audience interaction

•  Lecture: Hour-long Traditional

•  Panel: Hour-long Moderator and 2-3 panelists

•  Over the Shoulder: 20-minutes Focus on specific 
solution, tool or content provider

Participate and Share (Moderate audience 
interaction)

•  Interactive Lecture: Hour-long Some activities for 
audience participation

•  Student Showcase: Two-hour Demonstration 
style, Multi-booth location, 1:1 or small group 
interaction

Explore and Create (Extensive audience 
interaction)

•  BYOD (Bring Your Own Device): Hour-long 
Hands on activities

•  Workshops: 2-hour In-depth exploration, Limited 
enrollment

Please review the UCET 2015 Call for Presenters 
Submission Guide found at http://tinyurl.com/
ucet2015pg before submitting your proposal in the 
UCET 2015 Presenter Proposal Form. The submission 
deadline is February 14, 2015. 

Questions? Contact presenters@ucet.org

http://www.UCET.org/awards
http://www.iste.org
http://www.iste.org
http://www.ucet.org/utedchat/
http://www.ucet.org/utedchat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD04HyB2dxg
http://tinyurl.com/ucet2015pg
http://tinyurl.com/ucet2015pg
mailto:presenters%40ucet.org?subject=Questions%20about%20presenting%20at%20UCET%202015


Instructables
Do you enjoy making things, being creative, or just having 
a good time? Well, I realize that Pinterest has made a 
monopoly for this niche, but Instructables is a much 
better website for more than simply seeing cool stuff. It 
is a site devoted to having cool ideas, but then showing 
every step you need to do to make it. It ranges anywhere 
from basic things, like making little things on your desk 
to hold pencils, to how to make your own Donkey Kong 
Arcade game from a Raspberry Pi. So if you are looking 
for a large project and great instructions, this is the place!

As the site is very straightforward. Here are some 
examples from the site to give you an idea of what is 
there.

Find Your Phone in the Dark - This is an ingenious 
little way to attach a sensor to the clasp of your phone 
case, so you can find it in the dark. You can blow air in 
the direction of your phone, tap the table it’s on, or clap, 
and a little light will turn on on your case!

How to Make Matchbox Rockets - This is as simple 
and cool as it sounds. Take matches, skewers, a little tin 
foil and cardboard for the fins, and you’ve got minion 
rockets that you can shoot of anywhere! (outside is of 
course advisable) They are simple, cheap, easy, and really 
cool.

Winterizing your Bike Cables - Bikes are great things. 
Bikes with brakes are even better. So, life could get 
painful if in wet or winter conditions your brake system 
starts to corrode, and eventually stops working when 
going down a steep hill. So, with a little ingenuity, you can 
seal up your brake system so that dismounting your bike 
won’t have to be done over your handlebars. 

French Drain - This guy had water collecting then 
going into his garage whenever it rained, so with a little 
digging, he made a great drain system that wasn’t too big, 
expensive, or hard. It took him less than a week, and now 
he has no water problem!

Multi Shot Rubber Band Gun - Enjoy shooting rubber 
bands, but hate having to reload after every time? Well, 
this guy came up with a toy gun that made noise at first, 
but then saw the very easy modification that made it into 
a multi shooter, all just using popsicle sticks!

These are just some of the things that you could do, and 
there are a whole lot more! It just depends on what you 
want to make, or even if you want to share those ideas 
that you have. 

It’s a great site in general, and you don’t even have to sign 
up to look at things, so go give it a shot!

http://www.instructables.com/

Jordan Haws - USU Student

What is TED?  
The TEDx Program is designed to help communities, 
organizations and individuals to spark conversation and 
connection through local TED-like experiences. 

At TEDx events, a screening of TED Talks videos — or 
a combination of live presenters and TED Talks videos 
— sparks deep conversation and connections at the 
local level. TEDx events are planned and coordinated 
independently, under a free license granted by TED. 
Learn about the TEDx event types at this link.

The official TED app for iPhone, iPad, and iPod 
touch presents talks from some of the world’s most 
fascinating people: education radicals, tech geniuses, 
medical mavericks, business gurus and music legends. 
Find more than 1,700 TEDTalk videos (with more 
added each week) on the official TED app -- now for 

both iPad and iPhone. 

Download for the any iOS product 
here: https://itunes.apple.com/
us/app/ted/id376183339?mt=8 

Download for an Android product here: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.ted.android&hl=en 

Both versions of this app, android and iOS, include 
riveting talks by remarkable people, free to the world. 
Some of the features are:

• View the entire TED Talks video library, with subtitles 
in over 90 languages.

• Play on your device or send to your home 
entertainment system via Chromecast or with Android 
TV.

• Discover in-depth playlists curated by topic.

• Let TED build you a custom playlist -- tailored to your 
time frame.

• Bookmark talks to watch later.

• Download talks to watch when you are offline.

• Listen to an on-demand playlist of TED Talks audio.

• Sort talks by tag, date or popularity.

• Share favorites with your friends.

With this app, you have the entire library at your 
fingertips to browse at any time, even when you’re 

http://www.instructables.com/
https://www.ted.com/about/programs-initiatives/tedx-program
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ted/id376183339?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ted/id376183339?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ted.android&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ted.android&hl=en


not online. Watch TEDTalks with subtitles in over 90 
languages directly on your device through our new 
video player, or use AirPlay and now Chromecast to 
watch them on your home entertainment system. 
Curate your own playlist. Download full videos to your 
device and watch them when you’re offline without 
using your phones data.

Ted has a YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.
com/user/TEDtalksDirector 

The TED app updates almost every day with new talks 
from TED events around the world. Browse talks by 
tags, themes, or language. Share your favorite talks with 
your friends. Tell TED how much time you have and let 
it guide you through a delightful playlist.

Sources

https://www.ted.com/ 

Google Play Store: https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=com.ted.android&hl=en 

Apple App Store:

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ted/
id376183339?mt=8 

Dave Wilkins, USU Student

Microsoft’s Hybrid Operating System, Windows 10
During the prime time of Windows 7 the world started moving towards touch screen based environments.  In reaction 
to this move, Microsoft tried their luck with a bold and innovative idea to create one operating system for all devices.  
Microsoft introduced Windows 8 which was capable of running on mobile devices as well as a traditional PC.  Even 
though this operating system excelled in a mobile environment, it was not very user friendly in the PC environment.  
And thus was the problem with Windows 8.

Even with the world turning to touch based appliances, many people firmly feel that traditional computers should 
always retain the familiar desktop feel.  Windows 8’s lack of a start button was unforgivable and its complete makeover 
proved to be a setback.  The change from windows 7 to 8 was rough and many chose not to make the switch.  This 
caused many loyal Microsoft advocates to segregate as either a lover or a hater based on their preferred environment.  
And, in repercussion, a promising hybrid operating system was developed.

Microsoft’s new Windows 10 is coming from a very tough situation.  With the recent failure of its predecessor, their 
second attempt at an well rounded operating system has a lot of expectations to live up to.  But, Windows 10’s 
announcement and preview has already shown a promising future.  Many of the Windows 8 haters have expressed an 
excitement for the upcoming hybrid operating system.

Key features separating Windows 8 from Windows 10:

•  The familiar Pre-Windows 8 start menu is back!  However, Microsoft threw in a twist with it.  When you select the 
start button on the bottom left you will notice that the traditional start menu has been merged with Windows 8’s 
live tile screen.  This brings to the table the ability for Windows 7 and 8 users to remain happy and familiar with the 
new product.

•  The operating system was designed to be the exact same for both larger stationary devices as well as smaller mobile 
devices.  Windows 8 failed to achieve this; it only offered a simpler version of Windows 8 to mobile devices.  With this 
said, Windows 10 has incorporated an intelligent function that recognizes when the devices keyboard is present or not.  
In other words, the computer knows when you are connecting or disconnecting a keyboard.  At this time the computer 
simply asks if you want to activate touch screen mode or not.  This optimizes the computer’s layout for touch screens, 
or it reverses the layout back to a PC friendly environment.  This brings to the table an operating system that literally 
morphs to the current state of the device.  Truly unprecedented!

•  This morphing operating system means that it’s the exact same for any device.  This allows us to also create universal 
apps that are the exact same for each device.  This is important because for far too long we have had to work around 
semi functional document readers and editors.  Microsoft has released the news that they are developing Microsoft 
Office that will be functional on all types of devices.  A long sought after achievement.

Other Key Features of Windows 10: Cortana is your personal assistant provided by Microsoft.  She is an artificially 
intelligent hologram character from the Xbox game Halo.  Microsoft, in an attempt to mirror Apple’s Seri, has had 
Cortana built into their phones devices.  Though holograms aren’t possible yet her interactive intelligence is still very 
impressive.  Microsoft has stepped up with a revolutionary idea to integrate voice activated interactive intelligence with 
the PC operating system.  So in a very real sense, Microsoft introduces to you your very own free everyday assistant, 
Cortana!

•  Feeding off the idea of using their most popular game Halo for names; Microsoft has decided to trash Internet 
Explorer to make way for their new web browser Spartan!  Spartan 117 is the hero of the game Halo while Cortana 
resides in Spartan’s head as his aid.  Thus giving us all the reality of “living” in a popular game.  The Spartan web browser 
is introducing some very attractive features.  One feature includes Cortana allowing you to surf the web completely by 
voice commands.  Also drawing and taking notes directly on a web page is now possible.  These are both great features 
for hand held devices while enhancing without changing the PC’s environment.

•  And if I haven’t mentioned Xbox enough yet, Microsoft is joining Windows 10 and the Xbox as well.  This idea is 
designed to allow an Xbox fan to access and play his games anywhere in his house using any windows 10 computer.  
This is great news for Dad when he wants to watch his nightly news; his son can now move off the T.V. and use a 
computer to finish his game.

•  And lastly, every device Microsoft is making now is connected together via their cloud service OneDrive.  This means 
that any document you change on your mobile device will automatically update on your home PC as well.  This makes 
for a very easy file backup system.

Personally, coming from being a Windows 7 advocate and a Windows 8 hater, I feel that Windows 10 has some great 
potential.  I believe that Microsoft has a great chance at redemption with their new implemented ideas and design.  
From interest in and study of Windows 10 I actually feel excited to participate in Microsoft’s new operating system.  I 
look forward for its late 2015 release date!        Rob Wilkins, USU Student

https://www.youtube.com/user/TEDtalksDirector
https://www.youtube.com/user/TEDtalksDirector
https://www.ted.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ted.android&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ted.android&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ted/id376183339?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ted/id376183339?mt=8


Free Mind - Premier free 
mind-mapping software
Sara Jensen, USU Student - Free Mind is a mind map 
that allows you to organize your thoughts on a page 
and connect ideas to each other and generate a big 
picture. It is great for brainstorming ideas, taking 
notes, planning events, and much more. It is a great 
tool for visual learners who find it helpful to see a 
visual representation of a process, paper, or project.  
With this mind map you shape and place a main idea 
and connect smaller ideas to it that relate. 

How it works- Free Mind tutorial that explains in 
detail how to use this free mind-mapping software: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=grut_2cardM 

Download:  http://download.cnet.com/
FreeMind/3000-2051_4-10076598.html

Kiband - Child Monitor
Kiband is a wristband worn by children which is 
equipped with Bluetooth technology and allows parents 
to monitor their children’s location from a mobile device. 
The Kiband is equipped with a locking mechanism which 
is activated and deactivated using the Kiband app from 
the parent or caregiver’s mobile device. It is designed 
with the purpose and function of alerting parents to the 
location of their children before they get out of sight, not 
after. The Kiband gives parents the security of knowing 
where their children are. 

The Kiband is equipped with many features which 
optimize a parent’s ability to monitor their children’s’ 
whereabouts. These features include: Parental removal, 
Custom distances, a silent wristband alarm, a phone & 
wristband alarm, and a Water alert.  

Parental removal: Only the parent or caregiver can 
remove the Kiband by unlocking it with their smartphone 
using the free Kiband app. 

Custom distances: Through the app, you set custom 
distances for places like grocery stores at a close 
proximity, or parks at a far proximity.

Silent wristband alarm: When the child approaches the 
perimeter you set, the Kiband vibrates, warning the child 
that he or she is getting too far away and reminding them 
to look for his or her parent or caregiver.

Phone & wristband alarm: When your child leaves the 
perimeter you’ve set, both your phone and the child’s 
wristband will sound an audible alarm, allowing you to 
instantly locate your child. You don’t have to take out 
your smartphone and open a map.

Water alert: The water-resistant Kiband will quickly alert 
you if the Kiband is ever submerged in water, helping you 
to react quickly.

Questions about the Kiband 

What happens if my child goes out of Bluetooth 
range? 

The Kiband uses a smartband technology that is not only 
bluetooth allowing the child to explore from 5 to about 
200 feet in any direction from the parent. If the child 
goes beyond this the band will immediately alarm at 85 
decibels and continue to alarm until the child is safely 
back in proximity to the parent. Contact info is easily 
visible on the band.

Where can I buy it?

The Kiband will be available throughout the month of 
December and into January for Preorder. Availability 
after that will be open on our website kiband.com.

Won’t my child just take it off? 

The Kiband has an internal locking mechanism that 
can only be removed by the parent from their secure 
smartphone app.

Why doesn’t Kiband use gps? 

GPS is not as reliable or affordable as you might think. 
The Kiband doesn’t rely on any 3rd party network 
to function allowing you to feel secure anywhere, 
anytime without concern for coverage or accuracy. 
We are working closely with companies developing 
next generation GPS and may integrate this into future 
models for various applications. Also, Kiband’s goal is to 
prevent a lost child, not find a child after he or she is lost. 
GPS is not necessary in this application and ultimately 
lowers the cost of the product for the consumer.

The kiband has won several awards including: 

First Place – BYU Miller New Venture Challenge 
Fifth Place – International Business Model Competition  
Second Place – BYU Student Innovator of the Year 

More information can be found at kiband.com 

(Photos taken from www.kiband.com) 

Devin Hinkson, USU Student

 
Ciara Judge, Émer Hickey and Sophie Healy-Thow became 
interested in addressing the global food crisis after learning 
about the Horn of Africa famine in 2011. When a gardening 
project went awry, they discovered a naturally occurring 
bacteria in soil called Diazotroph. The girls determined that 
the bacteria could be used to speed up the the germination 
process of certain crops, like barley and oats, by 50 percent, 
potentially helping fulfill the rising demand for food worldwide.

 
Hayley became deeply interested in the environment after 
watching Al Gore’s documentary “An Inconvenient Truth.” 
Her project uses a sustainable and efficient method to break 
down pollutant substances and toxins found in tailing ponds 
water in her hometown, a hub of the oil sands industry.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grut_2cardM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grut_2cardM
http://download.cnet.com/FreeMind/3000-2051_4-10076598.html
http://download.cnet.com/FreeMind/3000-2051_4-10076598.html
http://kiband.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQEeEGvLzIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QprN7uTJLDc


New Smart Watches
Joe Bainbridge, USU Student

It is not surprising that the new CES in Las Vegas this 
year brought a lot of excitement to the tech industry. 
However, a new interesting technology is making its way 
to consumers. If anyone has watched a quick overview 
of CES 2015, then they would have noticed at least one 
or two new smart watches on the market or soon to 
be. Even though the technology of smart watches are 
fairly new to the industry and consumers, there are a 
decent amount of new robust and feature packed smart 
watches. Here are a few to take note of:

Garmin vívoactive

Link: https://buy.garmin.com/en-US/US/into-
sports/health-fitness/vivoactive-/prod150767.html

The vívoactive has a full line up of features including: 3 
week battery, built-in sports apps, notifications, GPS, 
and heart rate monitor and more. The vívoactive 
is mainly geared for athletics, however, there are 
many customizable options to be used for setting up 
appointments, and text messaging. 

Alcatel onetouch

Link: http://www.alcatelonetouch.us/
Wearables/b/10510174011

The onetouch has the capability of connecting to multiple 
phones through Android 4.3 or iOS 7 and above. The 
onetouch has a great feature-set as well, including but 
not limited to; calorie tracking, pedometer, music player, 
and camera.

Lenovo Vibe Band VB10 

Link: http://shop.lenovo.com/us/en/ces2015/#index.
html?0=5

The Vibe Band VB10 is a unique watch. It is made by 
Lenovo, which is a brand that has not appeared in the 
watch or mobile phone industry before. However, don’t 

let that fool you. Lenovo has given the Vibe Band VB10 
some great features that cannot be overlooked: seven 
days of battery life, 1.43” display, waterproof, built in 
fitness applications, and works with Android 4.4 and 
above.

Sony SmartWatch 3

Link: http://www.sonymobile.com/global-en/
products/smartwear/smartwatch-3-swr50/

The Sony SmartWatch 3 is an incredibly sleek and smooth 
looking smart watch. The SmartWatch 3 is powered by 
Android, therefore it is compatible with devices that run 
Android 4.3 or later. It has built in applications ranging 
from weather, travel, search, reminders, notifications, 
and many more. Sony has created many different types 
of bands and faces that can go with the watch, which 
makes it customizable and stylish. The SmartWatch 3 is 
also waterproof.

Each smart watch is packed with new and awesome 
features ranging from waterproof to heart-rate monitor. 
As time and technology advances, these watches will 
become more and more innovative. It is important to 
note that even though these watches are new technology, 
most are marked at competitive prices. Hopefully we will 
see the above mentioned watches on the market soon!

http://www.sonymobile.com/global-en/products/smartwear/smartwatch-3-swr50/
http://www.sonymobile.com/global-en/products/smartwear/smartwatch-3-swr50/


Black History Month...
February is Black History Month.  From Wikipedia, 
“Black History Month, also known as African-American 
History Month in America, is an annual observance in 
the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom for 
remembrance of important people and events in the 
history of the African diaspora. It is celebrated annually 
in the United States and Canada in February and the 
United Kingdom in October.”

There are many great resources for African-American 
history on the internet.  One is Kulture Kidz (http://
thekulturekidz.com).  Another comes from the 
History Channel (http://www.history.com/topics/
black-history/black-history-month),  

Also have a look at the selection of resources on 
UEN (http://www.uen.org/core/socialstudies/
africanamerican/).

Steelcase Education Active 
Learning Center Grants
Steelcase Education announced a new grant 
program to provide active learning spaces to 
schools across North America. The Active Learning 
Center (ALC) grant program enables educators to 
implement active learning initiatives by leveraging 
physical classroom space. A selection of schools 
will be chosen to receive a new classroom design 
based on active learning research with Steelcase 
furniture and technology. Applicants to the 
program will be asked to describe their approach 
to active learning and how a new classroom will 
positively impact teaching, learning and support 
active pedagogies. Grantees will be selected based 
on their commitment to active learning strategies, 
how they will measure success and how they will 
share their learnings with the broader education 
community. Steelcase Education is accepting 
grant proposals now through the end of February 
2015. Grades six through twelve and college and 
university classrooms are eligible. Grantees will have 
the opportunity to install one of three Steelcase 
learning environments: a Verb classroom, a Node 
classroom or a Blended Learning classroom.

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2015

https://steelcaseactivelearningcentergrant.
wufoo.com/forms/zjzkw1w23vvw/

Ezra Jack Keats Foundation 
Mini-Grants
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation created Mini-
Grants: awards of up to $500 given to public schools 
and public libraries for projects that foster creative 
expression, working together and interaction with a 
diverse community. EJK Mini-Grants give educators, 
whose efforts are often inadequately funded or 
recognized, a opportunity to design and implement 
a great program—whether a special activity outside 
the standard curriculum or one that helps meet its 
goals.

Deadline: March 16, 2015

http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/minigrant-
program/

Source: eSchoolnews

National Book Foundation 2015 Innovations in Reading Prize
 
Type: Foundations 
Source: National Book Foundation 
Program: National Book Foundation 2015 Innovations in Reading Prize

Eligibility: All U.S. citizens and American institutions are eligible for this prize. Previous winners can apply for new 
initiatives.

Examples include:

After-school and community-based programs 
Non-profits such as museums and libraries 
Startups focused on reading and literature
 
Purpose: What are we looking for?

Applicants should share our mission to expand the audience for literature in America. We are less interested in 
programs focused on basic literacy.

We strongly encourage applicants to read about past winners to get a sense of programs we support.

Note: This is a prize, not a grant. The goal of the prize is to reward existing programs with evidence of success and 
encourage those programs to continue.

Deadline:  02-28-2015 
Award Max: $10,000.00
Quantity:  Unknown
Period:  One year.
 
Additional Information: 

National Book Foundation
Presenter of the National Book Awards
90 Broad Street, Suite 604
New York, New York 10004
Phone: (212) 685-0261
Fax: (212) 213-6570 
nationalbook@nationalbook.org

Website: http://www.nationalbook.org/innovations_in_reading.html#.VNKQUkK4UjF

http://thekulturekidz.com
http://thekulturekidz.com
http://thekulturekidz.com
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
http://www.uen.org/core/socialstudies/africanamerican/
http://www.uen.org/core/socialstudies/africanamerican/
https://steelcaseactivelearningcentergrant.wufoo.com/forms/zjzkw1w23vvw/
https://steelcaseactivelearningcentergrant.wufoo.com/forms/zjzkw1w23vvw/
http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/minigrant-program/
http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/minigrant-program/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/funding/
http://www.nationalbook.org/innovations_in_reading.html#.VNKQUkK4UjF


Unsung Heroes Awards Program
Type: Foundations
Source: Voya Financial (Formerly ING)
Program: Unsung Heroes Awards Program
Eligibility: Applicants must be:

•  Employed by an accredited K-12 public or private 
school located in the United States.

•  Full-time educators, teachers, principals, 
paraprofessionals, or classified staff with effective 
projects that improve student learning.

•  All K-12 education professionals, whether or not 
they are clients of ING (becoming Voya in 2014), are 
eligible.

Applications must be verified by the school 
superintendent, principal, or applicant’s immediate 
supervisor..

Purpose: For more than 15 years, and with nearly 
$4 million in awarded grants, Unsung Heroes has 

proven to be an A+ program with educators. The program’s “alumni” have inspired success in the classroom 
and impacted countless numbers of students. Each year, 100 educators are selected to receive $2,000 to help 
fund their innovative class projects. Three of those are chosen to receive the top awards of an additional $5,000, 
$10,000 and $25,000.

Deadline: 04-30-2015

Award Min: $1,000.00
Award Max: $25,000.00
Quantity:  Unknown
Period:  Awards.

Additional Information: All questions should be directed to Scholarship Management Services.

Phone: 507-931-1682 or 800-537-4180

Email: unsungheroes@scholarshipamerica.org

Website: https://unsungheroes.scholarshipamerica.org               Source: http://www.grantsalert.com

http://sunearthday.nasa.gov/spaceweather/#

Loyal Books - Free Public 
Domain Audiobooks & eBook 
Downloads
http://www.loyalbooks.com/

This wonderful site, formerly 
known as “Books Should 
Be Free,” has thousands of 
books, all without copyright 
restrictions.  You can listen 
to audio versions, courtesy 
of Librivox.org, or download 
audio versions of any book.  
You can also download them 
as ePub, PDF, Kindle, or in 
other e-reader formats.

https://unsungheroes.scholarshipamerica.org
http://www.grantsalert.com
http://sunearthday.nasa.gov/spaceweather/#
http://www.loyalbooks.com/


Free IOS Apps
Click any app thumbail on this page to link to 
the iTunes store page for the app.

Please note that all apps shown on this page were 
free as of February 5, 2015.  Prices may change 
without notice.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/quizlet-flashcards-study-tools/id546473125?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/egrader/id504195752?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/trigonometry-by-wagmob/id428834079?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/nick-jr./id911115712?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/note-by-swiftkey/id773299901?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/science360-for-ipad/id439928181?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/goodnight-safari/id491398092?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shout-science!/id672884678?mt=8


Free Android Apps
Click any app thumbail on this page to link to 
the Google Play store page for the app.

Please note that all apps shown on this page were 
free as of February 5, 2015.  Prices may change 
without notice.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.quizlet.quizletandroid&hl=en&referrer=utm_source%3Dmobilepage
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.quizmine.trigonoref
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.remind101
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.classdojo.android
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.walsallacademy.toonoisylite
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.additioapp.additio
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ted.android
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whitesof.mathformulas
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.examtimequiz
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.evernote
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.masteryconnect.CommonCore
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.exittix.exitticket


Activate Instruction Doubles 
Online Playlists, Users in One 
Year
Education technology supporting classroom innovation 
grows rapidly to support thousands of teachers while adding 
Los Angeles charter school systems as partners

SAN FRANCISCO – As three major charter school 
networks turn to Activate Instruction to advance 
instruction, the open and free website announced today 
it has doubled its database of playlists and resources 
while significantly increasing its user base over the past 
year.

“Teachers within quality public school systems like 
PUC Schools, KIPP LA Schools and Da Vinci Innovation 
Academy are not just using the content, they are also 
contributing quality resources to Activate,” said Michele 
Hansen, President and CEO of Activate Instruction.

Activate Instruction’s database of playlists has grown 
from 2,005 to 5,613 in less than one year. Each playlist 
is a collection of resources – including videos, games, 
readings, activities, exercises and assignments – curated 
by teachers nationwide to support student learning. 
These resources have also expanded from 22,854 to 
43,443, increasing the ability of teachers to customize 
playlists to meet students’ individual needs.

Activate Instruction also announced today that 
Partnerships to Uplift Communities (PUC Schools), 
KIPP LA Schools and Da Vinci Innovation Academy have 
agreed to work with Activate, which has the potential to 
bring free, quality educational resources to as many as 
40 schools and hundreds of new classrooms in Southern 
California. Over the past year, Activate Instruction has 
quadrupled its unique users to over 400,000 as the 
organization grows to impact more teachers and schools.

PUC Schools is leveraging Activate’s website to create 
a collection of the top resources cultivated by PUC 
teachers to be shared across the organization and 
beyond.

“By using Activate to develop a rich bank of curated 
playlists and resources, our teachers will be able to draw 
upon the best their colleagues have to offer,” said Kathy 
Asmussen, Instructional Coach at PUC Schools. “Our 
work with Activate will equip our teachers with high-
quality course materials, ultimately giving them more 
time to provide meaningful feedback to students.”

KIPP LA Schools is working with Activate to create 
playlists tailored to students’ individual learning needs.

“Using their own achievement data, our students access 
Activate playlists customized to support their work to be 
prepared for college,” said Matthew A. Peskay, Chief of 
Innovation and Technology for KIPP LA Schools. “This 
not only reinforces the culture of achievement necessary 
to be college ready but also helps students to self-direct 
their own learning.”

Da Vinci Innovation Academy, a public charter school 

that combines school-site and home-based learning, is 
using Activate to support both teachers and parents who 
are overseeing the work of students. 

“Activate gives our students the opportunity to 
personalize their learning at home by providing our 
students and parents with activities and resources 
aligned to their specific learning needs,” said Michelle 
Rainey, School Director of Da Vinci Innovation Academy. 
“Since we are a homeschool blended program, Activate 
is a great location for our parents to find those valuable 
resources from vetted teachers to help support their 
kids and come up with ideas to incorporate in to their 
homeschooling curriculum.”

These Los Angeles charters join other prominent 
organizations adopting Activate Instruction, including 
Summit Public Schools and High Tech High. Summit 
Public Schools has partnered with Activate Instruction 
since the organization’s inception, playing an integral role 
in developing content for the website. Summit is currently 
the largest Activate user and the biggest contributor of 
content. Teachers at High Tech High have spent the last 
two summers creating Activate playlists to share project-
based learning strategies and plans. Since its launch in 
2013, Activate Instruction has had more than 1.4 million 
unique visits.

About Activate Instruction

Activate Instruction is a free, open website funded 
and managed by the nonprofit Girard Education 
Foundation. Through providing teachers and schools 
with high-quality educational resources tailored to 
individual student needs, the foundation hopes to enable 
every student to have a personally enriching learning 
experience that prepares him or her to succeed in life. To 
learn more about Activate Instruction, read Frequently 
Asked Questions and visit: Activate Instruction.

LightSail Announces Free 
Digital Book Library
Hundreds of free titles add to LightSail’s industry-leading 
selection of content, including books from more than 400 
publishers 

NEW YORK, February 5, 2015 – LightSail, the K-12 
literacy solution, announced the addition of a free Starter 
Library for all customers. The Starter Library includes 
200 texts spanning elementary, middle, and high school 
reading levels, and will grow to 350 texts by March, 2015. 

Each free text in the Starter Library comes with LightSail’s 
signature feature: multiple-measure assessments which 
are embedded into the text, and completed as students 
read. LightSail’s formative assessments not only gauge 
reading comprehension, they allow LightSail to offer 
a consistently personalized literacy experience. As 

students read, LightSail monitors their progress and 
updates their individual Lexile score on-the-fly, causing 
the library to adapt based on reading level. Students are 
always presented texts that are best-suited to optimize 
their literacy growth.

In addition to free texts, districts and schools can 
purchase ebooks for use with LightSail’s literacy solution 
from a selection of more than 80,000 titles spanning 
400 publishers. LightSail is the only tool that combines 
content from more than 400 publishers into a single K-12 
tool, thanks to an exclusive partnership with Baker & 
Taylor, the leader in library content management.

“We are excited to offer free content with LightSail’s 
award-winning literacy solution,” said Gideon Stein, 
Founder and CEO of LightSail Education. “Our district 
and school partners have enjoyed access to the very best 
books to motivate student readers, and the addition 
of excellent free content makes LightSail even more 
affordable for K-12 schools.”

“LightSail’s literacy solution is directly tied to our district 
mission, and facilitates our initiatives for critical reading 
and thinking,” said Chris McMurray, Student Achievement 
Specialist for the Parkrose School District in Oregon. “As 
a LightSail partner, we are thrilled that hundreds of free 
books are now available to our schools, helping us make 
the most of our district’s resources.”

Sample titles in LightSail’s Starter Library include:

– LightSail Classics: “The Goose-Girl” (380L, J. &W. 
Grimm), “The Tale of Peter Rabbit” (660L, B. Potter), 
“The Call of the Wild” (990L, J. London), “The Little 
Mermaid” (1060L, H.C. Andersen), “Romeo and Juliet” 
(1260L, W. Shakespeare)

– Poems: “O Captain! My Captain!” (690L, W. Whitman), 
“The Road Not Taken” (710L, R. Frost), “When the 
Teacher Gets Cross” (980L, unknown), “Paul Revere’s 
Ride” (1320L, H. W. Longfellow), “The Iliad” (1330L, 
Homer)

– Informational Texts: “Biggest, Baddest, Book of 
Dinosaurs” (460L, A. Hanson), “Cal Ripken Jr.” (950L, M. 
Doeden), “Apple: Company and Its Visionary Founder, 
Steve Jobs” (1200L, M. Lusted), “Narrative of Sojourner 
Truth: A Northern Slave” (1170L, O. Gilbert), “The 
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin” (1370L, B. Franklin) 

LightSail was named “Best Ed Tech of 2014” by Common 
Sense Media. In addition, LightSail won the Mindful Data 
Award from EdSurge and Digital Promise in the 2014 
DILA awards, which honored the company for providing 
instant, actionable data to teachers based on information 
captured while students read excellent digital books.

More than 30,000 students use LightSail in districts that 
include the New York City Department of Education, Los 
Angeles Unified School District, Denver Public Schools, 
and Parkrose School District in Portland, Oregon.

http://www.activateinstruction.org/
http://girardeducationfoundation.org/
http://girardeducationfoundation.org/


Free Education Webinars From NASA Educator 
Professional Development
 
NASA Educator Professional Development is presenting a series of free webinars open 
to all educators. Join NASA education specialists to learn about activities, lesson plans, 
educator guides and resources that bring NASA into your classroom. Pre-registration 
is not required for these webinars. Simply go to the link provided for each webinar 
approximately 10-15 minutes before the session begins. Sign in, with your first and last 
name, as a guest.

Art and the Cosmic Connection

Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal Educators of Grades 
K-16

Event Date: Feb. 9, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. EST

Geology meets art! Let your inner geologist use art to recreate craters, mountains, 
rivers, wind-driven landscapes and more. Learn to read planetary images as well as 
Earth images.

https://connect.its.txstate.edu/jplnasaepd

Physics Resources for Elementary

Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal Educators of Grades K-6

Event Date: Feb. 10, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. EST

Participants will learn activities for teaching Newton’s Laws of Motion, energy, light and 
gravity. Upon completion, participants will have a set of physics activities and a plan for 
incorporating them into classes.

https://connect.its.txstate.edu/marshallnasaepd

A Tour of Our Solar System: Scaled for Learning

Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal Educators of Grades 5-8

Event Date: Feb. 11, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. EST

Explore our solar system with NASA activities and missions. This webinar will 
demonstrate classification methods and scale models to better explain and visualize our 
sun, planets, asteroids and other objects as a true system, our solar system.

https://connect.its.txstate.edu/stennisnasaepd

Robotics on a Budget

Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal Educators of Grades 5-8

Event Date: Feb. 12, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. EST

What are robots and how are they used at NASA? Using NASA robotic missions, 
curricula and online resources, we’ll explore how to use robotics, cheaply, in your 
classroom to enhance your understanding of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, or STEM.

https://connect.its.txstate.edu/stennisnasaepd

Questions about this series of webinars should be directed to Steve Culivan at 
Stephen.p.culivan@nasa.gov.

Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum 
Presents “STEM in 30” Webcast Series
 
The Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum is presenting a series of free 
education webcast events called “STEM in 30.” This new program consists of live, fast-
paced 30-minute webcasts designed to increase interest and engagement in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics for students. To enhance the learning 
experience, students can get involved with the content through the interactive “Cover 
It Live” feature, which includes poll questions and classroom activities. The webcasts will 
be available live on the National Air and Space Museum website as well as on NASA TV 
and will be archived for on-demand viewing.

Space Junk: Trash That Can Kill

Feb. 18, 2015, at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. EST

We think of outer space as pretty empty, but that’s not the case around planet Earth. 
Millions of pieces of man-made debris are floating around there. This debris causes 
potential problems for astronauts, satellites, and other important pieces of equipment 
circling Earth.

“STEM in 30” webcasts are online learning experiences but are filmed in front of a live 
audience. If you are interested in bringing your school group to a live filming of “STEM 
in 30,” please contact Myra Banks-Scott at banksscottm@si.edu.

For more information about the Smithsonian’s “STEM in 30” Webcast Series, visit 
http://airandspace.si.edu/explore-and-learn/stem-in-30/.

Questions about this series should be directed to the visitor service line at 202-633-
2214.

Engineering for You Video Contest 2
 
The National Academy of Engineering, or NAE, is launching the Engineering for You 
Video Contest 2, or E4U2.

Throughout history, engineering has advanced civilization from the way we connect 
with each other, to the way we heal, to how we get around and simply have fun. 
But society still faces major obstacles. The NAE has outlined 14 game-changing 
opportunities for the 21st century called the Grand Challenges for Engineering. Review 
the challenges and produce a one- to two-minute video showing how achieving one 
or more of the NAE Grand Challenges for Engineering will lead to a more sustainable, 
healthy, secure and/or joyous world.

The competition is open to all individuals or teams in the following competition 
categories:

• Middle school students and younger (grades K-8)

• High school students (grades 9-12)

• Tertiary education students (two-year college through graduate school, full or part 
time)

• The general public

The main prize is $25,000, and videos will be accepted through March 2, 2015.

For more information, visit http://www.nae.edu/e4u2/.

Questions about the E4U2 Video Contest should be directed to E4Uvideocontest@
nae.edu.

https://connect.its.txstate.edu/jplnasaepd
https://connect.its.txstate.edu/marshallnasaepd
https://connect.its.txstate.edu/stennisnasaepd
https://connect.its.txstate.edu/stennisnasaepd
mailto:Stephen.p.culivan%40nasa.gov?subject=Free%20Education%20Webinars%20from%20NASA%20Educator%20Professional%20Development
mailto:banksscottm%40si.edu?subject=
http://airandspace.si.edu/explore-and-learn/stem-in-30/
http://www.nae.edu/e4u2/
mailto:E4Uvideocontest%40nae.edu?subject=
mailto:E4Uvideocontest%40nae.edu?subject=

