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OSMO - Technology Combines Virtual Worlds with Real Play.
by Nathan Smith, Director of Technology Integration - Utah State University
Our devices are now powerful enough
that they can watch what we’re doing in
real life as we interact with them virtually.
Some mobile devices watch our eyes,
and automatically scroll to the next page
when we get to the bottom of a page
of text. OSMO, a company that creates
children’s software for the iPad has taken
it a step further. Take an iPad, and put
a mirror over the front-facing camera,
and let it watch and interact with a child
playing with objects on a table in front.
This has great potential for learning in
the future. Most of us learn by doing.
OSMO currently has five products Numbers, Tangram, Words, Newton, and
Masterpiece. In Words, you try to be the
first to guess and spell out the on-screen
hidden word by tossing down real-life
letters faster than your friends. A related
picture gives the clue. See this video!
Now I need something like this to watch
me as I try to change the oil filter on my
car. Tell me what to do, Siri!

#UTEDCHAT is back!
Join with UCET in participating in a weekly educational chat on Twitter. Each
Wednesday at 9 pm members of UCET can be part of a statewide Twitter chat on a
different educational topic each week. If you’re new to Twitter or haven’t participated in a Twitter chat please visit www.ucet.org/utedchat. See you Wednesdays
at 9 for #utedchat on Twitter.
WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT #UTEDCHAT…
“Our building has had very little PD time for tech. Twitter has been a place to
grow. Being a part of these chats has changed me.”

“It’s a rather overwhelming and intimidating new world, but these Twitter chats
provide some of the best PD I’ve experienced.”
TOOLS TO HELP YOU IN #UTEDCHAT
How to use Tweetdeck

4 Tools to use in a Twitter Chat

Twitter Chat Overload (blog post by Michael Hakkarinen)

Adobe Slate - Make Your Words & Images Move

Adobe Voice - Show Your Story

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/adobe-slate-make-yourwords/id968433730?mt=8

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/adobe-voice-show-yourstory/id852555131?mt=8

Are you familiar with the term, parallax scrolling? Parallax
scrolling is when window text and the image do not scroll
together. Parallax scrolling creates a “faux” 3D effect. Adobe
Slate allows you to create marvelous, polished stories using
Parallax Scrolling.

Voice helps you create stunning animated videos in minutes.
No filming – just talk to tell your story. Pick from over
25,000 beautiful iconic images to show your ideas and Voice
automatically adds cinematic motion and a soundtrack.
Persuade, inform and inspire anyone online. Make an impact.

You can add photos to your story from your Dropbox, the
web, your iPad or from within Adobe Slate. The images in
Adobe Slate are all royalty free. If you use images from within
Adobe Slate, the exact credits will show up in the presentation
automagically! If you add a glideshow, each image will
dissolve into the next image in the cue.

Your Voice Tells The Story.

Adobe Slate can feel a little sticky and non-responsive. It is
not available to create on a phone, the web or on an Android
device. You cannot add movies to your story.

Tap To Make It Beautiful.

If you like Adobe Voice chances are you will like Adobe Slate.
They share a similar, easy to use interface. Both Adobe Slate
and Adobe Voice are free.

•

Have a look at an Adobe Slate creation by MzLoo
By MzLoo

Adobe Slate Overview Video - Click Slate Icon

•
•
•

•

•

Fun, fast and super simple.
Touch to record your voice, one line at a time.
Voice automatically adds the perfect soundtrack. Play it
back and hear yourself sound amazing.

Pick from the stunning collection of over 25,000 icons and
millions of images, or use your own.
Choose the perfect theme with one tap – engaging motion
makes every element memorable.
Select your own colors and fonts to make your stories look
and feel exactly how you want them to.

Voice automatically adds cinema-quality animation so your
story looks incredible. Effortlessly.

Adobe Voice Overview Video - Click Voice Icon

Kiran Bir Sethi shows how her groundbreaking Riverside School in India teaches kids life’s most valuable lesson: “I
can.” Watch her students take local issues
into their own hands, lead other young
people, even educate their parents.

Vocabulary/Spelling City
http://www.spellingcity.com
This reading literacy website has changed (grown)
quite a bit since the last time we reviewed it.
Vocabulary/Spelling City is a website that allows
teachers or students to enter spelling and vocabulary
words, and then practice them in numerous ways.
For example, if you enter words into the spelling
test area, and then click on the spelling test button,
you are given a test - the site reads the word (real
language - not computer voice), and uses it in a
sentence. You then type the word in, and the site
moves on to your next word in the list. When done,
it shows you your list, which ones you missed and
how they should have been spelled. The student can
then print out a report to hand to the teacher, or a
certificate for parents.
The site also has mobile device apps available.
iOS download from iTunes.
Android download from the Google Play Store.
Chromebook download from the Chrome Web Store.
Kindle download from the Amazon Appstore.
You can watch a series of training videos that will
answer your questions about Vocabulary / Spelling
City.
http://www.spellingcity.com/faqs.html

Brainzy - Online Learning
http://www.education.com/games/info/

Brainzy is an interactive learning site for Pre-K,
kindergarten, and early elementary age students. Students can play fun games to learn
phonics, math, sight words, and more. Silly
videos and creative games will draw children in
to the learning activities.

The site is free or paid (the paid version is much
more comprehensive than the free version.)
Graphite.org says, “Kids explore a variety of
early math and reading skills through games,
songs, stories, and quizzes, presented in a fixed
order. Learning is through trial and error, and
kids can repeat games to improve their score.

The variety of teaching approaches and age-appropriateness is stronger for K and 1st grade
than it is for PreK.”

RIF - Reading is Fundamental
http://www.rif.org/kids/leadingtoreading/en/
leadingtoreading.htm

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) is the largest
children’s literacy nonprofit in the United States.
They prepare and motivate children to read by
delivering free books and literacy resources
to those children and families who need them
most. They inspire children to be lifelong readers through the power of choice. RIF provides
new, free books for children to choose from and
make their own. The seeds of inspiration in
these books have motivated children to follow
their dreams and achieve their potential. Yes,
it seems incredible for a book to launch a life,
but it happens every day as hungry, inquisitive
young minds reach out and grab hold of the new
people, places, and ideas that books bring them.

PBS Ready to Learn Reading
http://pbskids.org/learn/
Graphite.org says, “Ready to Learn Reading from PBS is a collection of material
geared towards helping children become
readers. Kids can watch reading-themed
video clips from PBS Kids shows (for
example, letters with Super Why!, storytime with Daniel Tiger), or play reading
games (from fundamental reading skills
like recognizing letters to reading and
writing stories). There’s a also a link to a

word-filled adventure called Word Quest
where kids can earn points and prizes and
to PBS Kids Island where kids who create
free accounts can play games and track
their reading progress. In the cartoon
studio and writers contest, kids create
their own cartoons, or learn how to write
and illustrate their own story and submit
it to a local PBS station sponsored writing
contest. Many games and activities align
with a wide variety of Common Core
Standards including basic literacy skills
and reading, writing, and interpreting
stories.”

Braigo - Braille Printer
by Devin Hinkson

http://www.braigolabs.com
Braigo is a braille printer developed by 13 year-old Shubham Banerjee. He designed it
out of a Lego set. After receiving a flyer in the mail requesting donations to a charity
for the blind, he became interested in how blind people read. He read online about it
and discovered that they read braille. He further learned what braille printers are and
that they start out around 2,000 dollars. He wanted to develop a printer that people
could use that would print braille for an affordable price. His new braille printer
“Braigo” only costs 350 dollars! Using pins and weights the printer imprints dots
appearing as braille which can then be read. He has made this technology affordable
to all people. He has partnered with Intel to improve this technology.
Shubham has allowed users a free download of how to build their own braille
printer using a Lego set. This new technology can be used to help the blind in
underdeveloped countries and also in schools at a very low cost.
Watch a short video about Shubham: https://youtu.be/b6wHpHAZ1tA

ReadWorks - Reading Comprehension Site
http://www.readworks.org

Graphite.org says, “ReadWorks is a free online platform that serves as
a comprehensive resource for lesson plans targeted at reading instruction. Updated regularly, the site’s offerings are divided into four
sections: Novel Study Units, Comprehension Units, Skill & Strategy
Units, and Reading Passages. The reading passages are a vast collection of individual, leveled texts, each with a corresponding question
set that’s Common Core-aligned...
Part teacher’s guide, part resource library, targeted reading instruction
starts here with high-quality texts, lesson plans, and assessments...

Reading passages, lesson plans, and comprehension activities can all
be shared through social media, downloaded, or printed from the site.”

MathStudio Express - Symbolic
(CAS) Graphing Calculator

CALCULATOR

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mathstudio/id439121011

From basic calculations to college calculus, MathStudio is a full featured scientific calculator with over two hundred
functions.

WHAT’S NEW IN EXPRESS

MathStudio is powered our powerful
and lightning fast CAS (computer algebra system) that beautifully typesets
your answers. Solve limits, derivates,
integrals, differential equations and
more!

Whether you need a simple calculator
to do your finances or a replacement
for your TI graphing calculator, MathStudio Express is the most powerful
and versatile calculator app on the App
Store.
•
•
•
•

Supports iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus
New and improved scripting
language with many new functions
and operators
Improved manual for viewing
examples of functions in the catalog
Improved interface for faster
performance

ALGEBRA & CALCULUS

2D GRAPHING
Graph equations with speed and ease
you never thought was possible! MathStudio graphs 2D function, parametric,
polar, implicit, contour, vector fields,
fractals and images with amazing speed
and accuracy.
3D GRAPHING

Rotate, pinch and graph 3D equations
in real-time! MathStudio graphs 3D
functions, parametric, spherical, cylindrical and vector fields.
TIME GRAPHING
MathStudio is the first app to introduce
time graphing. Use the T variable to create animated plots that graph in space
and time!
STATISTICS
Plot lists of numerical data in scatter,
histograms, box and probability plots!
MathStudio even includes an advanced
regression analysis package, choose
from several regression functions or
create your own!
SCRIPTING
MathStudio is the ONLY calculator app
that also lets you create scripts in our
powerful programming language.

http://www.readingrockets.org
From their website:
Reading Rockets is a national multimedia literacy initiative
offering information and resources on how young kids learn to
read, why so many struggle, and how caring adults can help.
We bring the best research-based strategies to teachers, parents,
administrators, librarians, childcare providers, and anyone
else involved in helping a young child become a strong,
confident reader. Our goal is to bring the reading research to
life — to spread the word about reading instruction and to
present “what works” in a way that parents and educators can
understand and use.

The Reading Rockets project includes PBS television programs
(also available online and on DVD); online services through
the websites ReadingRockets.org and ColorinColorado.org;
professional development opportunities; and a robust social
community on Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest, and Tumblr. The
project is guided by an advisory panel made up of leading
researchers and experts in the field of reading. In 2011–2012, we
celebrated our 10th anniversary!
Teaching reading is a complicated task…so much so, that
reading expert Louisa Moats titled her influential article about
the skills and knowledge educators need to teach reading well
“Teaching Reading IS Rocket Science.” That’s how Reading
Rockets got its name!

Read, Write, Think - Reading and Language Arts Literacy
http://www.readwritethink.org

You don’t have to go any further than your desktop to find outstanding educational, interactive, and engaging resources to foster literacy learning within
and beyond the classroom. ReadWriteThink.org blends proven instruction and
Internet technology to deliver powerful online tools for teaching reading and
language arts in grades K–12.
Sharpen Your Teaching Skills
• High-quality lesson plans aligned to state and national standards
• Guides on effective teaching strategies
• Professional development from IRA and NCTE
Engage Your Students
• Interactive tools that make learning interesting and fun
• Podcasts highlighting the best books for children and teens
• Parent and afterschool resource
Be In-the-Know
•
•
•

Timely resources and calendar activities
Quick access to resources by grade and topic
RSS feeds for up-to-date additions to the site

Free NASA Educator Professional
Development Webinars
The NASA STEM Educator Professional Development
Collaborative at Texas State University is presenting a series
of free webinars open to all educators. Join NASA education
specialists to learn about activities, lesson plans, educator
guides and resources that bring NASA into your classroom.
Registration is required to participate. Simply click on the link
provided beneath the webinar description to register.
Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
NASA InSight - Next Mars Mission
Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades K-12
Event Date: Oct. 1, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. EDT
NASA’s next mission to Mars is InSight (Interior Exploration
using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport).
As the InSight spacecraft probes deep within the surface of
the Red Planet, the story of Mars’ origins will unfold. InSight
will send real-time data back to Earth to reveal Mars’ long
historical record, hidden for eons under its rocky surface. This
session will focus on some of the tools Insight will provide for
the classroom so that students can perform data analysis, just
as scientists do, engaging in comparative planetology across
multiple themes. Register online to participate. https://www.
etouches.com/140758
Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
Making Water on a Desert Planet
Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades 7-9
Event Date: Oct. 5, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. EDT

Participants will learn what it takes to stay hydrated on Mars
by creating a water filtration system using the Engineering
Design Process. This webinar is aligned with the Next
Generation Science Standards. Register online to participate.
https://www.etouches.com/141385
Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
Exploration Then and Now
Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades 3-8
Event Date: October 6, 2015, at 6 p.m. EDT
Imagine being a settler of Jamestown in 1607 and trying to
survive the harsh conditions of a new and unfamiliar world.
Now, imagine being one of the first astronauts to visit Mars
and building a settlement in the extreme Martian environment.
How would these two experiences compare? If resources are
limited, how would you make decisions about items you need
and those you don’t? Come explore as we travel through time
and space to inhabit new worlds! Register online to participate.
https://www.etouches.com/142306
Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
Mars Needs Food
Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades 4-8
Event Date: October 7, 2015, at 6 p.m. EDT
Explore future human exploration of Mars with a focus on
the food and nutritional needs of those future explorers.
Participants will explore NASA STEM resources to investigate
the caloric content and nutritional value of space foods.
Resources relating to the nutritional needs of astronauts will
be used to construct a sample space food menu and develop
a better understanding of space food and nutrition for future
human explorers to Mars. The investigations will align

with Next Generation Science Standards. Register online to
participate. https://www.etouches.com/141587

Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
Solar System and the Periodic Table

Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
Getting Dirty on Mars

Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades 3-Higher Education

Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades K-12

Event Date: Oct. 14, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. EDT

Event Date: Oct. 8, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. EDT
Get the scoop on soil. This webinar will use comparison to
teach the similarities and differences between soil properties
on Earth and Mars. The focus will be on working in
cooperative groups to collect and study soil samples, similar to
investigations done by NASA’s robotic Phoenix Mars Mission.
Key concepts will include understanding the properties of
soils and examining soils for their ability to sustain organisms.
This webinar will include a discussion of NASA resources
on soil and Mars. The activities promote problem solving,
communication skills and teamwork while engaging the
students in learning that is both fun and relevant to their
everyday lives. Register online to participate. https://www.
etouches.com/139283
Journey to M*A*R*S (Martian Advanced Resources for Survival):
Habitats and Radiation
Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades 5-9
Event Date: Oct. 13, 2015, at 6 p.m. EDT
Survival is the key when traveling to new locations, especially
if that location is the Red Planet. Discover what NASA
engineers are designing to house astronauts on Mars. Learn
about radiation, and how Mars and Earth compare and
contrast. Register online to participate. https://www.etouches.
com/143047

This webinar features a lesson that gives an excellent
introduction to our magnificent solar system! Learn the basics
of what the periodic table is and why it is important to us.
The featured lesson includes a game and a short writingfor-understanding exercise. Prior to the webinar, please
download a copy of the table from http://www.cde.ca.gov/
ta/tg/sr/documents/toe5.pdf and have crayons or colored
pencils available. Register online to participate. https://www.
etouches.com/137338
Moving Through Space: Multidimensional Kinematics
Audience: Pre-service, In-service, Home School and Informal
Educators of Grades 8-12
Event Date: Oct. 15, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. EDT
NASA education specialists will present participants with
an overview of resources for describing motion in multiple
dimensions. Discussion will include modifications of
activities and accommodations. This webinar addresses the
Next Generation Science Standard PS2. Register online to
participate. https://www.etouches.com/138143
For a full schedule of upcoming NASA Educator Professional
Development webinars, visit http://www.txstate-epdc.net/
events/.
Please direct questions about this series of webinars to Steve
Culivan at stephen.p.culivan@nasa.gov.

Online Educator Training About NASA’s Mars Student Imaging Project
Arizona State University’s Mars Education Program is hosting free online training for
educators interested in learning about NASA’s Mars Student Imaging Project. Help your
students learn about science by being the scientists and conducting authentic research on
another planet -- Mars! The Mars Student Imaging Project is designed specifically for the
Next Generation Science Standards and embeds 21st Century Skills.
Learn how you can facilitate this project in your classroom. You don’t need any background
in planets or geology to participate. This is project-based learning, and your students will
learn how science works by formulating research questions, collecting and analyzing data,
and reporting their findings to NASA scientists. Students’ work will be driven by their own
interests about Mars!
The Mars Student Imaging Project is appropriate for grades 5-12.
An in-depth, virtual training session will be offered Oct. 12, 14 and 15, 2015. This session is free, and participants will earn eight
hours of professional development credit.
For more information and to register to attend, visit https://marsed.mars.asu.edu/train4mars-online
Please direct questions about the workshop to mars@asu.edu.

Manage Your Junk Mail with Unroll.me
By Dani Sloan

As we start the new school year we’re always looking for ways to unclutter our personal, professional, and digital lives. A great place to start is by unsubscribing from all the
junk mail that we’ve unintentionally signed up for, but that can be quite a time consuming process.
Enter: Unroll.me

Simply head over to unroll.me, connect your email address and start the fun. It will
automatically scan your inbox for junk mail. You can select to unsubscribe from emails,
“roll it up,” or leave it as is (showing up in your email inbox). If you choose to “roll it
up” you’ll receive a once daily email that has all of your junk-ish type mail on it. Usually, I choose to just delete the daily roll-up email (instead of hundreds), but sometimes
I give it a peek.
Happy unsubscribing!

Shadowmatic - Can you think in 3D?
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shadowmatic/id775888026?mt=8
Think Tetris, The Raven’s Matrices Intelligence Test,
and hand shadows on the wall and you will glean
Shadowmatic. A challenging (for me) 3D puzzle game
using reasoning and iPad manipulation skills to find
unexpected shapes in the shadows. Very pretty app
but you have to guess! What I thought was going to
be an elephant turned out to be a teapot!
Checkout this two and a half minute gameplay teaser.
Shadowmatic was the free app of the week 9/20/15. It
normally costs $2.99. There are in-app purchases for
hint points.
By MzLoo

Baiboard - Collaborative
Whiteboard
https://itunes.apple.com/
us/app/baiboard-collaborative-whiteboard/
id490534358?mt=

Alex Rowe, SLCSD Educational Technology Specialist,
shared this app the other day.
He used it in his 5th Grade
classroom at Newman Elementary. ”What a great app, in
which, students can digitally
collaborate on separate devices. This is such a great way
for students to learn another
way to communicate in their
digital world. The application, in classes, opens so many
possibilities.”
Some attributes of BaiBoard
include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allows real-time
collaboration – Similar to a
Google Drive experience
White board capability
Shape tools
Cloning
Flow charting
Import .pdfs, .jpegs, .pngs
For classrooms with limited
iPads
Could use as a tutoring tool
Centers – partnerships
Work with students
in other classrooms,
buildings, cities, rural areas
Work can be emailed
Work can be exported
Create a snapshot of work.

Other similar apps, Educreations, ShowMe, TalkBoard
By MzLoo

Journey to Mars VOICES Challenge
Rocket21, the National Institute of Aerospace
and NASA want students to share their ideas
and help plan the Journey to Mars. Gen Z will be
the planet’s FIRST to witness human spaceflight
to Mars. After learning about NASA’s plans for
the Journey to Mars and the obstacles that must
be overcome to make this journey, students
are invited to share ideas and solutions to the
challenges that will be faced in this monumental
journey.
The ultimate goal is to create a script and record a
90-second podcast or vodcast for the Innovation
Now radio program (www.innovationnow.us),
reaching ~10.5 million listeners daily.
Final submissions must be received by Jan. 25,
2016.
For more information about the Journey to Mars
VOICES Challenge, visit http://rocket21.com/
journeytomarschallenge.
To find NASA resources to complement the
challenge, including hands-on activities, educator
professional development opportunities, and
videos about NASA’s Journey to Mars, visit
http://www.nasa.gov/directorates/heo/
education.
Please email questions about the challenge to
journeytomars@rocket21.com.

Find New Resources at National Fossil Day Online
To help you prepare for the fifth annual National Fossil Day (October
14) during Earth Science Week 2015, the National Park Service offers
a website full of educational resources and information designed
specifically for students and teachers (http://nature.nps.gov/geology/
nationalfossilday/).
On the site’s NPS Fossil Park Highlights page, for example, you’ll find
lesson plans developed to reflect select state standards, fossil trading
cards, videos about pygmy mammoths, special brochures, a virtual
museum exhibit on dinosaurs, and more (http://nature.nps.gov/
geology/nationalfossilday/park_highlights.cfm).
Also see the site’s Useful Resources and Links page, which features
a trove of educator resources (http://nature.nps.gov/geology/
nationalfossilday/resources.cfm). The activities page has additional
fun and educational things to do (http://nature.nps.gov/geology/
nationalfossilday/activities.cfm).
Lastly, it is never too early to send your event information. Get the
news out by using the event information form (http://nature.nps.gov/
geology/nationalfossilday/add_event.cfm).

